[Oxygen embolism after use of hydrogen peroxide in thoracic surgery].
Hydrogen peroxide is often used for irrigation of surgical wounds. In the presented two cases hydrogen peroxide was used to irrigate the thoracic cavity after thoracotomy for lung surgery. After irrigation with hydrogen peroxide only one patient showed clinical signs of pulmonary embolism. In both cases the postoperative recovery was uneventful. In one of the cases transesophageal echocardiography showed air bubbles, a sign of oxygen embolism, passing the right heart. The application of hydrogen peroxide in preformed cavities, such as the thoracic, should be avoided.